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JAR ZISTORY OF T2 USS Mas0rN (DE-529)

Bailt at the “oston Navy Yard, the U3S 1A30N was launched on Kovember
17, 1943, The MASON was enonsored by lire. Davicd N, Mason of Searsdale, ¥. Y.,
mother of the late Eneign Newton “enry Mason, USHR, hero pilot of the Battle
of the Coral Sea. The destrover escort was named in honor of Ensign lirson,

Following her shakedown cruise which took her to Bermuda in Hay, the
MASOY gaw her first convoy duty the next month through submarine-infosted
waters between Charleston, 5. C., and Fermuda. From July, 1944, to April,
1945, the MASON was on convoyr dutyv betwren this couniry and Eurome. She
erossed the Atlantic five times, meking two trips to England end three %o
Oran, Algeria.

While numerous undcrsea contacte were made on these voyages, the MASQOK
was never the tarret for German torvedoes s~nd never had the omportmity of
sinking a Hemzi submarine. On one occasion, e the escorts of Tesk Foree 64
entered the avoroaches to the Straits of Gibraltar, there were several calls to
goneral quarters aboard the MASON folleowing reports th=t onc ehip travaeling in
convoy some 60 miles ahead had boen torpedocd, Additional alr covorage was
provided for the HASOY and other shine of the convoy. She leter procended to
Oran without incidont.

While on convoy duty with Tosk Force 64 in Jenuary, 1945, en route from
Oran to How York, the MASON suffered minor demage whon she collided with A
wooden derclict, probably a barge. She proceeded to Bermuda for emergency
repairs.

While enroute botween New York snd Norfolk, Va., in errly 4April 1945, the
M<SON was the loc=le for Havy motion picture ohotogrephers.in'shooting’ sconcs
for tho "The Negro Sailor," = Navy film which hes rccently been relesascd for
mublic showing.

The MASON wee tho firet Naval vossel with a prodominatly Negro erew. Undos
the commend of Lieut-nant Commender William M. Bleckford, USHR, of Scattle,
Wagh., the MASON cr-w initially consistcd of 160 Fegros and 44 Whites.

Dagtrover cseort vessecls like the MASON esra lsreer then corveites but
cmell~c thon destrovors, They are designed for recort or convow duty, weigh
1300 song, =2nd 2ro sbvout 300 feet in longth.

The USS MASON weg dr—commiseioncd by th~ ¥avy as of October 16, 1945.
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