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INTRODUCTION.

—_—

By way of introduction to the American publie, of
the author and editor of this book, we beg to say that
Mr. Wilson is not altogether unknown to the literary
world, having already pu blished several works relative ta
the Negro race.

His serviees during the war of the Rebellion secured
for him a flattering recognition. He served in the 2nd
Regiment Lonisiana Native Guard Volunteers, also the
54th Massachasetts Volunteers,—the most famous of the
Union negro regiments that engaged in the struggle, re-
ceiving several wounds. He was the first negro member
ot the National Council of Administration of the Grand
Army of the Republic, and a delegate to the National
Encampment, and was appointed Colonel—A. D. C. to the
Commander-in-Chief G. A. R. He was chosen by his com-
rades to be the historian of the negro soldiers, and has
overcome many almost insurmountable difficulties in
gathering the scattered facts, particularly those of the
early wars of the United States, that were necessary to

cgmpl.ete this work.
THE PUBLISHERS,
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To tne Brase Men N0 Cornrmanded the
A Black Phalanx.\w

SOLDIERS :—As a mark of esteem and respect for your patriotic
devotion to the canse of human freedom, [ desire to dedicate to you this
record of the services of the negro soldiers, whom you led s0 often and
anccessfully in the stroggle for liberty and union during the great war
of 1861-"65.

Your coming from the highest ranks of social life, undeterred by the
prevailing spirit of caste prejudice, to take commands in the largest
negro army ever enrolled beneath the flag of any ecivilized country, was
in iteelf a brave act. The agrganization and disciplining of over two
hundred thousand men, of & race that for more than two centuries had
patiently borne the burdens of an unrequited bondage, for the main-
tenance of laws which had guaranteed to them neither rights nor protec-
tion, was indeed a magnificent nndertaking.

You were outlawed by the decrees of Jefferson Davis, criticised by
many friends at home, and contemptuously received by brother officera
at headgquarters, in the fleld, in the trenches, and at the mess table; yet,
you did not waver in your fidelity to principle or in your heroic leader-
ship of those whose valor was denied until it was proven in carnage and
victory.

The record of the Black Phalanx invites the scrutiny of all who
have been disposed to taunt you for associating with *‘armed barbar-
jans.” No massacre of vanguished foe stains the banners of those who
followed you, giving quarter but receiving none. It was your teaching
that served as a complete restraint against retaliation, though states-
men hinted that it would be just, Your traimng developed patriotism
and courage, but not revenge. Ungrateful as Republies are paid to be,
ours has aimed to recognize merit and reward it, and those who at first
hailed you with contumely, are now glad to greet you as heroes and
saviors of a common country.

No true soldier desires to forget the price of his country’s liberty, or
that of his own; it is the recollection of the terrible bloody onset—the au-
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dammls_ charge—the enemy’s repulse, which sweetens victory. And surel
no sulidrem can appreciate the final trinmph with a keener spnso of ;:":dv
g:ﬁ;t_t 'tm’; th_ﬂm* who !:mlght- against such odds as did the Black Phalanx.,
: m_gc own pr::}u:hm and upholding the national cause at the same
E;nrz, ihe;»fr hm.'ﬂ. inseribed upon their banners every important -h.atl;t:r
pril, 1868, to April, 1865. 52

\ fIt‘ what [ hu.'rf: written here shall call to your minds, and present
_:]uuﬁr.l_; to the pat-r:nt?c publie, the indeseribable hardships rwh ieh ‘p’ﬂl: {:1‘
o : rrzr; :h:l :,ni;ii,m;hf bivouac, R]"Ilfl in the seething flames of f:.:fl{.‘ bats
e m;_. oy .m 1ave served its purpose. In the name of and as

he gratitude of & freed race, this book is dedicated to vou

Navy Hill, Richmond, Va. JOSEPH T. WILSON.
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PREFACE.

Tt was a dark, stormy night in +he winter of 1582, when less than a
hundred men, all of whom had served their country in crushing the great
Rebellion of 186165, gathered around a camp-fire. The white and
the ¢olored American were there; so were the German, Frenchman, and
[rishman,—all American cit izems,—all veterans of the last war. The
empty sleeve, the absent leg, the gabred face, the bullet-zearred body of
the many, told the story of the service they had seen. I+ was the annuoal
Encampment of the Department of Virginia, Grand Army of the Repub-
lic, and the comrades of Farragut Post had tastefully arranged their
quarters for the oceasion.

At midnight a sumptuous apldiers fare—baked beans, not eoffee and
hard tack—was spread before the veterans, wha ate and drank heartily
aa in the days when resting from the pursuit of the enemy. In the morn-
ing hour, when weary from the joy of song and toast, it was proposed
that the history of the American negro goldier should be written, that
posterity might have a fuller and more complete record of the deeds of
the negro soldiers than had been given in the numerous already pub-
lished histories of the conflicts in which they played so important a part.

The task of preparing the history fell to my lot, and it is in obedience
to the duty laid upon me by my former comrades, with whom I shared
the toils and joys of camp, march, battle and siege, that this volume,
the result of my efforts, is launched upon the sea of war literature.

Whether or not there is any merit in the work, the reader must judge.
His charity is asked, however, toward such defects as may be apparent,
and which, perhaps, might be expected in the literary wark of one whose
life has been largely spent amid the darkness of the South American
sountries and the isolation of the South Sea Tslands. It was not until
May, 1862, while domiciled at the eapitol of Chili, that 1 first learned of
the war in the United States, when, hastening to this country, I fell into
the ranks with the first negro soldiers that left the Touro Building at
New Orleans, in November, 1862, and marched out on the Opelousas
road, to gerve in defence of the Union.

«“With whatever foreboingas of failure I entered upon the work of
collecting the literature of the war, from which to enll and arrange much
of the matter contained herein,—which has required years of incessant
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search and appeal,—I can but feel that it has been thoroughly done, The
public libraries of the cities of Boston, Cincinnati, New Bedford, New
York, the War Department at Washington, and the private libraries
of several eminent citizens, have alike been made use of by me.

It seemed proper, algo, that the memory of our forefathers should
not be allowed to remain in longer obscurity; that it was fitting to
recall their deeds of heroism, that all might know the sacrifices they
made for the freedom their descendants were so long denied from enjoy-
ing. In gathering vogether the scattered facts relating to the negroe's
participation in the wars of 1775 and 1812, difficulties well-nigh insur-
mountable have been overcome, and it has been only through patient
and persistent effort that I have been able to prepare the chapters de-
voted to the early wars of the United States.

Descriptions of a number of the battles in which negro troops took
part in the late war of the Rebellion, are given to call attention to the
unsurpassed carnage which occurred, and to give them proper place in
the war's history rather than to present a eritical geeount of the battles.
My aim has been to write in the spirit which impelled the soldiers to go
forth to battle, and to reverse the accounts given in the popular histories
which ascribe to the generals and colonels who commanded, instead of the
soldiers who did the fighting, victory or defeat, *The troops who do
what c¢an neither be expected nor required, are the ones which are victo-
rious. The men, who, tired and worn and bhungry and exhausted, yet
push into battle, are those who win. They who persist against odds,
against obstacles, against hope, who proceed or hold out reasonably, are
the conquerors,” says Gen. Grant’s historian, With no desire of detract-
ing from the commanders—if T were able—the honor due them, my aim
18 to credit the soldiers with whatever heroism they may have displayed.

I acknowledge it has been a labor of love to fight many of the bat-
tles of the war of the rebellion over again, not because of a relish for
blood and the destruction of human life, but for the memories of the
past; of the bondage of a race and ite struggle for freedom, awakening
as they do the intense love of country and liberty, such as one who has
been without either feels, when both have been secured by heroic effort.

To those who have responded to my appeal for information regard-
ing the negro soldier, I have gimed to give full credit; if any are omitted
iti is not intentionally done. To no one am I more indebted for assisting
in collecting data, than to Lt. J. M. Trotter, of the 55th Mass, Reg't.
nor am I unmindful of the kindness of Hon. Robert Lincoln, late Secre-
tn,r:.r‘nf War, nor that of Col, James D, Brady, member of Congress from
Virginia, for copies of public records; to Col. H. C. Corbin, for the record
of the 14th Regt.; and to Col. . Torrance for that of the 20th Reg't.
Conn. I am also indebted to Maj. Gen. Wm. Mahone for a map of the
defences of Petersburg, showing the crater; to the librarian of the
Young Men’s Mercantile Library, of Cincinnati, for the use of Col.
Albert’s carved map of Fort Wagner, and to Col. G. M. Arnold and Hon.
Joseph Jergenson for copies of historical papers; also to Hon, Libbey,

J. T. W.
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A HISTORY OF THE

BLACK PHALANX.

CHAPTER I.
THE WAR OF 1775.

The history of the patriotic Negro Americans who
swolled the ranks of the Colonial and Continental armies
has never been written, nor was any attempt made by the
historians of that day to record the deeds of those who
dared to face death for the independence of the American
Colonies. W. H. Day, in addressing a convention of
negro men at Cleveland, O., in 1852, truly said: ‘“Of the
gervices and sufferings of the colored soldiers of the Revo-
lution, no attempt has, to our knowledge, been made to
preserve @& record. Their history is not written; it lies
upon the soil watered with their blood; who shall gather
it? Tt rests with their bones in the charnel house; who
shall exhume it?” Upon reading these lines, it occurred
to me that somewhere among the archives of that period
there must exist at least a clue to the record of the negro
patriots of that war. If I cannot exclaim Eureka, after
years of diligent search, I take pride in presenting what I
have found scattered throughout the pages of the early

(21)
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22 HisTorY OF THE BLACK PHALANX.

histories and literature, and from the correspondence of
men who in that period discussed the topics of the day—
who led and fashioned public opinion, many of whom com-
manded in the field. Not a few biographers have contribu-
ted to my fund of knowledge, To avoid as much as possi-
ble the charge of plagiarism I have aimed to give eredit to
my informants for what shall follow regarding the colored
patriots in the war of the Revolution. I have reason to
believe that I have gathered much that has been obscure :
that I have exhumed the bonesof that noble Phalanx who,
at Bunker Hill and Yorktown, in varions military employ-
ments, served their country. Tt is true they were fow in
number when compared to the host that entered the
service in the late Rebellion, but it must be remembered
that their number was small at that time in the country,
and that the seat of war was at the North, and not. as in
the late war, at the South, where their llllllll}l*.I‘H] have
always been large.

) Of the three hundred thousand troops in the Revolu-
tionary war, it has been estimated that five thousand were
colored, and these came principally from the North whose
colored population at that time was about .'”;U.ﬂln’,l while
the Southern colonies contained about 300,000, ’i‘hp in-
terest felt in the two sections for the success c I
independence, if referred to the army,
T‘ha Northern colonies furnished two hundred and forty-
nine thousand, five hundred and "

; three, and the Southern
colonies one hundred and forty-seven thousand, nine hun-

dred &nd' forty soldiers, though the whole population of
each section was within a fow hundred of lmin;f equal
= Th:e_];;we of hvhertywas no lessstrong with the Southern
nan with the Northern colored man, as their efforts for
llbert_:,? show. At the North he gained his freedom l;}'
entering the American army ; at the South, only by enten.
u;lg the British army, which was joined by more than fifteen
t ousapd : cplamd men. Jefferson says 80,000 Negroes
ﬁto.m "F%rgm}a. alone went to the Brit-iuhbm'nw. I make f-];H
digression simply to assert that had the E_-n]or{-"-.d men at
the South possessed the same Opportunity as those at the

88 of the cause of
an easily be seen.
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North, of enlisting in the American army, a large ffn-n::e ‘uf
colored men would have been in the field, fighting for
America’s independence. Of the services of the little band,
seattered as they were throughout the army, two or three
in a company composed of whites, a HI.]IIE]L] i_n a l’f?;:'_'ill'll[..‘llt-,
a few companies with an army, made 1t quite impossible
for their record, beyond this, to be distinct from the organ-
zations they were attached to, However,enough has been
culled from the history of that conflict, to show that they
hore a brave part in the struggle which w rested the colo-
Hies from the control of Great Britain, and won for them-
selves and offspring, freedom, which many of them never
enjoyed. I have studiously avoided narrating the conduet
of those who east their fortune with the British, save those
who went with Lord Dunmore, for reagsons too obvious to
make mention of.

The sentiments of a majority of the people of the colo-
nies were in full accord with the declaration opposing
slavery, and they sought to give it supremacy by their
success in the conflict. Slavery, which barred the entrance
to the army of the eolored man at the South, had been
denounced by the colonist before the adoption of the arti-
cles of confederation, and was maintained solely by local
regulations. As early as 1774, all the colonies had agreed
to. and their representatives to the congress had signed,
the articles of the Continental Association, by which it was
agreed, “that we willneitherimport nor purchaseany Hh}"-'f-‘r
imported after the firstday of December next, (1774), after
which we will wholly discontinue the slave trade, and will
neither be concerned in it ourselves, nor will we hire our
vessels, nor sell our commodities or manufactories to those
who are concerned in it.” Georgia not being represented
in this Congress, consequently was not in the Associa-
tion, but as soon as her Provinecial Congress assembled in
July, 1775, it passed the following resolutions:

‘I —Resolved, That thiz Congress will adopt and carry into execu-
tion all and singular the measures and recommendations of the late Con-

tinental Congress, ; : ‘
“ IV —Resolved, That we will neither import or purchase any slave

imported from Africa or elsewhere after this day, (July, 6.7)
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The sincerity with which this agreement was entered
into may be seen by the action of the colonists at Norfolk,
Virginia, where, in March, 1775, a brig: arrived from the
coast of Guinea, via Jamaica, with a number of slaves
on board consigned to a merchant of that town. To use
a modern phrase the vessel was boycotted by the com-
mittee, who published the following::

“T0O THE FREEMEN OTF VIRGINIA.
J._CoMMiTTEE CHAMBER,
\NorroLk, March 6th, 1775,
against the enemies of your

ed by ballot for the Borough of Nor-
gnation Mr. John Brown, merchant. of

“Trusting to your sure resentment
country, we, the committes, olect
folk, hold up for your just indi
this place.

* On Thursday, the 2nd of March, this committes were informed of the
arrival of the brig Fanny, Capt. Watson, with a number of slaves for
Mr. Brown; and, upon inquiry, it appeared they were shipped from
Jamaien as his property, and on his account; that he had taken great
pains to conceal their arrival from the knowledge of the eommittee: and
that the shipper of the slaves, Mr. Brown's correspondent, and the cap-
tain of the vessel, were all full v apprised of the Continental prohibition
against the article,

“From the whole of this transaction.
Norfolk Borough, do give it as our unanimous opinion, that the said
John Brown has wilfully and perversely violated the Continental Azso-
ciation, to which he had with his own hand subseribed obedience ; and
that, agreeable to the eleventh article. we are bound, forthwith, to pub-
lish the truth of the ease, to the end that all such foes to the rights of
British America may be publicly known and universally contemned as

the enemies of American liberty, and that every person may henceforth
break off all dealings with Lim. "

therefore, we, the committee for

This was the voice of a majority of the colonists, and
those who dissented were regarded as Tories, and in favor
of the ecrown as against the independence of the colonies,
although there were many at the North and South who
held slaves, and were yet loyal to the cause of the colonies;
but the public sentiment was undoubtedly as strong
against the institution as it wasin 1864. But the Tories
were numerous at the South, and by eontinually exciting
the imagination of the whites by picturing massacre and
insurrection on the part of the negros if they were armed,
thwarted the effort of Col. Lauren’s and of Congress to
raise a “negro army’’ at the South. The leaders were
favorable to it, but the colonists, for the reason cited,
were distrustful of its practicability. Though a strong
effort was made, as will be seen, the scare raised by the
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Notwithstanding, hundreds

e f w1 ite suceess. =
Tories prevented it at the South, not only fol-

; ave and free, 1
of eolored men, slave a o i
' my but in every engagemnt i
St | i They were not enrolled
yart on the side of the colonmst. 12y e
el : L l | z =
Fund mustered into the army, it 18 true, but the}
LS 5 I v 5
important service to the cause. SRdie
aate preindice now so strong 1n tne ¢ ry W
The caste prejudic ) e
then in its infancy. A white man at that 3 live e
dLE . 5 - e - ikl he ogtracis
a colored woman without fear ol Imcurring the ;} s
. ; i i ity he Live .
‘hianeichbors, and with the same Impunuy 1u_ iy :
o tiom b w So common was this practice, that in
an Indian Squaw. »OC

= = m
; assed forbidding it. The
oct it laws were passed for B
order to correct it la | hat it came to be after

treatment of the slaves 1.':‘:1._:-: m?t W G e o
the war, nor had the spirit of resentmen n st >
e 0y il e - FOR
them mjit. was subquently. Manifestations of th i =
e 4 gl ¢ o : : ; ) s ; st
] llmi manliness were not wantng when injust Hj_i] I;
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Tt mupted to be practiced against them, onsequently e
<l which they went into the conilict
o whites. who were ever ready
[+ is only through

spirit and courage wit h

were guite equal to that ol th _

z OT wls of daring, ;

applaud them for deeds of p et

tio' app that we have discovered the meed of praise
i c .

this medium its fortune with the

due the little Phalanx, which linked ek A
auccess of the American army, and IHI‘I."-‘;EHII
ing interesting facts can 111_:W}u~ r-f*{lwml:r\: .l;mtq s
It is well for the negro and for 1!1:.‘1 decen s L
ica, cosmopolitan as it is, that his race I.::}"“]:Tll"'.:r“'i,;H
t-isﬁ*‘r-iw characteristicts, color a nd i’-*m_ullw I.-, ot m
thev would not have, as now, a 1|.|.-:1.m'}' to }‘.]:l.:-'mr e
pn‘n—gtnri’r.‘v g0 gloriously pui.rmtn:.n-ml. |j}1tt 1;‘:} |]| .__i_u o
amalgamation with other races 1& EliTIII J‘"{:,;_:I]..I-].i”ﬁ,
relation which it bore to them, although .1t: 7 '\_l;”.,;l.]r.,r._
was not allowed. By the common }*nnr-:m‘ll 0 ln.‘ w{.} n.wu
m's.. he was allowed to live n-la‘nml.mhnul_w; “?tillt :iL“qitl,Hl‘;l_
of his own color; sometimes from .h‘msf:’!m bi{.:; :ﬂw;lm
tions, sometimes from a :n :1;1:1;}11::]1{]:‘11 ;11{:‘:;1;:“1 ﬂ:“m o
Jave or a subject of slave code. duced. :
:tz’ri:r:iﬁzt'ﬂ‘::: of 1'|‘+_~iﬁ::}mn by his misfortune in tribal war,

) a sd by the consent
to that of a slave, and then transports ; s

1 : oS ‘B8, Aan
of his captors and enemies to these shores, and
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26 HisTorY OF THE BLACK PHALANX.

into an unrequited bondage, the fire of his courage,—
like that of other races similarly situated, without hope
of liberty ; doomed to toil,—slackened into an apathetic
state, and seeming willing servitude, which produced a
resignation to fate from 1619 to 1770, more than a cen-
tury and a half. At the latter date, for the first time in
the history of what is now the United States, the negro,
inspired with the love of liberty, aimed a blow at the
authority that held him in bondage. In numerous in-
stances, when the Indians attacked the white setilers,
particularly in the Northern colonies, negroes were sum-
moned and took part in the defense of the settlements.

As early as 1652, the militia law of Massachusetts
required negroes, Scotchmen and Indians,—the indentured
slaves of Cromwell, who encountered his army at the bat-
tle of Dunbar,—to train in the militia. Nor was it an
uncommon occurrence for them to be manumitted for
meritorious and courageous action in defending their
masters’ families, often in the absence of the master, when
attacked by the red men of the woods. It was not infre-
quent to find the negro as a sentinel at the meeting-house
door; or serving as a barricade for the master's man.
sion, The Indian was more of a terror to him than
the boa-constrictor; though slaves, they knew that if
captured by the Indians their fate would be the same as
that of the white man: consequently they fought with a
desperation equal to that of the whites, against the com-
mon enemy. So accustomed did they become to the use
of arms, that one of the first acts of the settlers after the
Indians were driven from the forest, was to disarm and
forbid negroes keeping or handling fire-arms and weap-
ons of every sort. This was done from & sense of self-
preservation and fear that the negroes might (and
many did) attempt to revenge themselves when cruelly
treated, or rise in mutiny and massacre the whites.

But it was not until 1770, when the fervor of rebellion
had influenced the people of thé colonies, and Capt. Pres-
ton, with the King’s soldiers, appeared in King Street,
Boston, to enforce the decree of the British Parliament,
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that the people met the troops face to face. This lent

. g . i L

foree to the rebellions spirit agamst the Mother Country,
. - 1 = . - % "

which the people of the United Northern Colonies Im_t_i felt
called upon to manifest in public meetings and by written
resolutions. The soldiers were regarded as invaders.
And while the leading men of Boston were discussing and
deliberating as to what steps should be taken to drive the

o - - 5 = 1k o
British troops out of the town, Crispus Attucks, a negro
runaway slave® led a crowd against the soldiers, with
brave words of encouragement. The soldiers fired upon
them, killing the negro leader, Attucks, first, and then two
white men, and mortally wounding two others. A writer
BaYE

“The presence of the British soldiers m King Street, excited the
patriotic indignation of the people. The whole community was stirred,
and sage counsellors were deliberating and writing and talking abont
the public grisvances. Buf it was not for the ‘wise and prudant” to b
firat to act against the encroachments of arbitrary power, A motley
rabble of sauey boys, negroes and mulattoes, Irish Jeaznea, and ont-
landizh Jaek tars, (as John Adams deseribed them in his ilh‘-'! in defenee
of the soldiers), could not restrain their emotion, or stop to emauire i
what they mast do was according to the letter of the law. Led by Uris-
pug Attucks, the mulatto slave, and shouting, ‘The way to get rid of
these soldiers is to attack the main gnard ; strike at the root; this is the
nest = with more valor than diseretion they rushed to King Street, and
were fired npon by Capt. Preston’s company. Urispus Attucks was the
first to fall; he and Samuel Gray and Jonas Caldwell were killed on the
spot. Samuel Maverick and Patrick Carr were mortally wounded. The
exciterment which followed was intonse. The bells of the fown were rung.
An impromptu town-meeting was held, and an immense assembly was
gathiered, Three days after, on the 17th, a public funeral of the martyre
took place. The shops in Boston were closed, and all the bells of Boa-
ton and the neighboring towns were rang. It is said that a greater
number of persons assembled on this oceasion, than ever before gathered
on this continent for a similar purpose. The body of Crispus Attucks,
the mulatto, had been placed in Fanueil Hall with that of Caldwell; both
being strangers in the city, Maverick was buried from his mother's
*Ran away from his moaster, Willlam Brown, of Frominghom, on the 30th of Sapt.

lost, & Mullato Fellow, aboab 27 years of age, named Crispos, 6 feet 2 inches high, short.
enrl'd hale, his knees nearer together than comimon; had on & lght coloured Bearskin
Coat, plain brown Fustain Jacket, of brown Al Wool one, new Buck skin breeches,
Blue ¥arn Stockings, and 6 checked woolen shirt, Whoever shall take up =ald Rin-
away, and convey him to his abovesnild master, shall have ren popnds, old Tenor He
wrtd, and nll necessary charges pald,  And all Masters of Vessola and others. nea here

by cnntionesd againet concealing or coreving off said Servant on Penalty of the Law,
Bodton, October 2, 178" —Hosfon Gagette,
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hounse in Union Street, and Gray, from his brother's, in Royal Exchange
Lane. The four hearses formed a junetion in King Street, and then the
procession marched in colomus six deep, with a long file of coachea
belonging to the most distingnished ecitizens, to the Middle Burying
Ground, where the four vietims were deposited in one grave; over which
4 stone was placed with the inseription :
‘Long as in Freedom's canse the wise contend,
Dear to your country shall your fame extend :
While to the world the lettered stone shall tell
Where Caldwell, Attucks, Gray and Maverick fell,’

“The anniversary of this event was publicly commemorated in Bos-
ton by an oration and other exercises every vear until our National
Independence was achieved, when the Fonrth of July was substituted
for the Fifth of March, as the more proper day for a general celebration.
Not only was the event commemorated, but the Tnﬂ.]".tgrm who then gave
up their lives were remembered and honored.” 3

Thus the first blood for liberty ghed in the eolonies
was that of a real slave and a negro. As the news of the
affray spread , the people became aroused throughout the
land. Soon, in every town and village, meetings were
held, and the colonists urged to resist the oppressive and
aggresive measures which the British Parliament had
passed, and for the enforcement of which troops had been
stationed in Boston, and as we see, had shot down those
who dared to oppose them. In all the colonies slavery
was at this time tolerateq, though the number of slaves
was by no means large in the Northern Colonies. nor had
there been a general ill treatment of them, as in after
years in the Southern States. Their war-like t:‘U!.Il‘c‘lf"l-.‘, it is
true, had been slackened, but their manhood ]1:14] not
been erushed.

~ Crispus Attucks was a fair representative of the colo-
nial negro, as they evineed thereafter, during the pro-
1?1'139‘1 struggle which resulted in the ]'nt.lf:fn-z:u]éﬂ:;ﬂ of the
United States. When the toesin sounded “to arms, to
arms, ve who would be fr ,-f-r_l"' the negro ]’i"‘E-ii'J'ﬂlldf-‘it to the
call, and side by side with the white patriots of the colo-
nial militia, bled and died. | | 0.
Mr. Bancroft in his h istory of the United States says:

“Nor should history formet to record
?

. that as in the e
bridge, so also in this fro. = AL Tho army ot Come

llant band, the free negroes of the colony had
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their representatives. For the right of free negroes to bear arme in the
public defense was, at that day, as little disputed in New ]'zlj,'._."]-'L!li! s
other rights. They took their place, not in o seperate corps, but 1[II'IhF.'
ranks with the white men: and their names may be seen on the pension-
rolls of the country, side by side with those of other soldiers of the
Tevolution.”

It was not the free only who took up arms in defence
of America’s independence; not alone those who, in pre-
cedine wars,—Indian and French,—had gained their lib-
erty, that swelled the ranks of the colonial militia; but
slaves, inspired by the hope of freedom, went to the
front, as Attucks had done when he cut the Gordian knot
that held the colonies to Great Britain. “From that
moment we may date the severance of the British Em-
pire,” said Daniel Webster, in hig Bunker Hill oration,
referring to the massacre on the 5th of March, 1770. The
thirst for freedom was universal among the people of New
England. With them liberty was not cireumseribed by con-
dition and now. since the slave Attucks had struck the
first blow for America’s independence, thereby electrifying
the colonies and putting quite a different phase upon their
orievances, the people were called upon to witness a real
slave struggling with his oppressors for his freedom. It
touched the people of the colonies as they had never been
touched before, and they arrayed themselves for true
freedom.

Dr. Joseph Warren thus heralds the sentiment of the
colonist, in his oration delivered at Boston, March
Sth, 1775:

“That personal freedom is the natural right of every man, and that
property, oran exclusive right to dispose of what he has honestly
acquired by his own labor, necessarily arises therefrom, are truths
which common sense has placed beyvond the reach of contradiction. And
1o man, or hody of men, can, withont being guilty of flagrant injustice,
elaim o right to dispose of the persons or gequigitions of any other man
or body of men, unless it can be proved that such a right has arisen
from some compact between the parties, in which it has been explicitly

and freely granted.”

The year previous, John Hancock was the orator on
the occasion of the 4th anniversary of the shedding of
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the first blood for the Independence of America, and he
thus presents the case to a Boston audience vet smarting
under the insult and sting given them by the British
soldiery :

“But I forbear, and come reluctantly to the transactions of that
dismal night, when in such quick succession, we felt the extremes of
griel, astonishment and rage; when Heaven, in anger, for a dreadful
moment suffered Hell to take the reins; when Satan with his chosen band
opened the sluices of New England’s blood, and sacrilegiously pelluted
our land with the dead bodies of her guiltless sons. Let this sad tale
of death never be told without a tear; let the heaving bosom cause to
burn with a manly indignation at the barbarous story, through the
long tracts of future time; let every parent tell the shameful story to his
listening children 'til tears of pity glisten in their eves, and boiling paa-
sions shake their tender frames: and whilst the anniversary of that ill-
fated night is kept a jubilee in the grim court of pandemonium, let all
America join in one eommon prayer to Heaven, that the inhnman,
unprovoked murders of the 5th of March, 1770, planned by Hillshor-
ough and a knot of treacherous knaves in Boston, and executed by the
eruel hand of Preston and his sanguinary coadjuotors, may ever stand in
history without a parallel. But what, my countrymen, withheld the
ready arm of vengeanes from executing instant justice on the vile assas-
sins? Perhaps you feared promiscuous carnage might ensue, and that
the innocent might share the fate of those who had performed the infer-
nal deed. DBut were not all guiity? Were you not too tender of the lives
of those who came to fix a voke on ¥our necks? But 1 must not too
severely blame you for a fault which great souls only can commit., May
that magnificence of spirit which seorns the low pursnit of malice; may
that generous ecompassion which often preserves from roin, even a gnilty
villain, forever actuate the noble bosoms of Americans! But let not the
miscreéant host vainly imagine that we feared their arms, No, those we
despised ; we dread nothing but slavery. Death is the ereature of a pol-
troon's brains: "Ha immortality to sacrifice ourselves fop the salvation
of ourecountry. We fear not death, That gloomy night, the pale-face
moon, and the affrighted stars that hurried throngh the sky, can wit-
ness that we fear not death. Our hearts, which, at the recollection,
glow with rage that four revol ving years have scarcely taught us to re-
strain, can witness that we fear not death; and happy it is for those who
dared to insulf us, that their naked bones are not now piled up an ever-
lasting m:mlumr'li‘l: of Massachusett's hra very. But they retired: they
Hed, and in that flight they found their only safety, We then expected
that the hand of public Justice wonld soon inflict that punishment upon
the murderers, which, by the laws of God and man, they had incurred.
But let the unbiassed pon of a Raobertson, or porhaps of some equally
famed American, conduct this trial before the great tribunal of suceesd-
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fog generations. And though the murderers may escape the just resent-
1 G ; . = L 3 e et y " 5
ment of an enraged people; thongh drowsy justice, intoxicated by H"1
; : 1 X ' i T n 8eat, yat
poisonous draft prepared for her cup, still nods upon her rotten .1t11 I\ §
be assured, such complicated erimes will meet their due reward. Ly
me. ve bloody butchers! ye villains high and low! ye wretches who con-
'I'I'i':‘{.'l.l ns wuil as vou who executed the inhuman deed! do you not feel
the rr:;mls and stings of eonscious guilt pierce through your savage Ihi V=
l':lr]ﬁl'_; Though some of you may think yourselves exalted to a height
that bids defiance to human justice, and others shrond yourselves
beneath the mask of hypoerisy, and build your hopes of safety on the
low arts of cunning, chicanery and falsehood; yet do you not Hr‘nm_w’Eﬂnr--.q
foel the snawings of that worm which never dies; do not the injured
shades of Maverick, Gray, Cadwell, Attucks and Carr, attend you in
vour golitary walks: arrest you in the midst of your debaucheries and
}1]1 even vour dreams with terror :
The orators of New England poured out upon t}nﬁ
once slave,—now heroundmartyr,—their unstinted praise.
We have but to recall the recollection of the earliest con-
flicts which the colonist had with the British, in order to
see the negro oceupying a place in the ranks of the ]mi.rmt-
army. Their white fellow-citizens were only too glad to
take eround to the left, in order that they could fall in on
o . 1 ¥ - ¥ - T
their colors. And they did good serviee whenever they
fought, as the record shows. . 1
The Committee of safety upon reviewing the situation
and the army, before the first great battle of the Revolu-
tion had been fought, adopted the following resolution :
 Regolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that as the
contest now between Great Britain and the Colonies respects the liberties
and privileges of the latter, which the Colonies are determined to main-
tain, that the admission of any persons, as soldiers, into the army now
raiging, but such as are Freeman, will be incousistent with the prin-
cipals that are supported, and reflect dishonor on this Colony ; and that
no Slaves be admitted into thiz army npon any congsideration whatever,”
The exception was well taken, and this act of the Com-
mittee, excluding slaves from the army, placed the rebels
upon the basis of patriots, fighting for freedom. This,
however, did not detract from those who had already dis-
tinguished themselves, by their bravery at Bunker Hill a
few weeks previous, where Peter Salem, once a slave,
fought side by side in the ranks with the white soldiers.
When the British Major Pitcairn mounted the redoubt,

1
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upon that memorable ocecasion, shouting, “The day is
ours!” Peter Salem poured the contents of his gun into
that officer’s body, killing him instantly, and checking,
temporarily, the advance of the British. Swett, in his
*Sketches of Bunker Hill Battle,” says:

“Major Piteairn caused the first effusion of blood at Lexington. In
that battle, his horse was shot under him, while he was separated from
hig troops. With presence of mind he feigned himself slain; his pistols
were taken from his hostlers, and he was left for dead, when he seized the
aopportunity and escaped. He appeared at Bunker Hill, and, says the
historian, ‘ Among those who mounted the works was the gallant Major
Piteairn, who exultingly eried out, *The day is ours!’ when a black sol-
dier, named Salem, shot him through and he fell. His agonized son
reeeived him in his arms, and tenderly bore him to the boats. A contri-
bution was made in the army for the colored soldier, and he was pre-
sented to Washington as having performed this feat, "

Mr. Aaron White, of Thompson, Conn., in a letter to

George Livermore, Esq., of the Massachusetts Histori-
cal Society, writes

“With regard to the black Hero of Bunker Hill, I never knew him
personally, nor did I ever hear from his lips the story of his achieve-
ments; but [ have better authority. About the year 1809, I heard a
soldier of the Revolution, who was present at the Bunker Hill Battle,
relate to my father the story of the death of Major Piteairn. He said
the Major had passed the storm of fire without, and had mounted the
redoubt, when, waving his aword, he commanded, in & loud voice, the
‘rebels’ to surrender. His sudden appearance, and his commanding air,
at first startled the men immediately before him. They neither answerad
nor fired; probably not being exactly certain what was next to be dona,
At this critical moment, a negro soldier stepped forward, and, aiming hisg
musket directly at the Major's bosom, blew him through. My informant
declared that he was so near, that he distinetly saw the act. The story
made quite an impression on my mind. T have frequently heard my
farther relate the story, and have no doubt of its truth. My father on
the day of the battle was a mere child, and witnessed the battle and
burning of Charlestown from Roxbury Hill, sitting on the shoulders of
the Rev. Mr. Jackson, who gaid to him as he placed him on the ground,
*Now, boy, do you remember thizl’ Consequently, after such an injune-

tion, he would necesearily pay particular attention to aneedotes CONCEern-
ing the first and only battle he ever witnessed.”

Salem was undoubtedly one of the chief heroes of that
ever memorable battle. Orator, historian, poet, all give
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this sable patriot credit for having been instrumental in
checking the British advance and saving the day.

At the unveiling of the statue erected to the memory
of Gen. Joseph Warren, who fell at Bunker Hill, the orator
of the occasion, Hon. Edward Everett, said:

Tt is the monument of the day of the event, of the battle of Bunker
Hill: all of the brave men who sharéd its perils,—alike of Prescott and
Putnam and Warren, the chiefs of the day, and the colored man, Salem,
who, is reported to have shot the gallant Piteairn, as he mounted the
parapet. Cold as the clods on which it rests, still as the silent Heaven to
which it Soars, it is yet vocal, eloguent, in their individual praise.”

The following is a copy of a petition now in the
Archive Department of Massachusetis:

«T0 THE HONORABLE GENERAL COURT OF THE MABSACHU-
BETTS BAY.

¢ The subscribers beg leave to report to your Honorable House,
(which we do in justice to the character of 8o brave a man}, that under
our own observation, we declare that a negro man named Salem Poor,
of Col. Frye's regiment, Capt, Ame’s company, in the late battle at
Charleston, behaved like an experienced officer, as well as an excellent
aoldier. To set forth particulars of his conduct would be tedions. We
only beg leave to say, in the person of this gaid negro, centers a brave
and gallant soldier. The reward due to 8o greal and distinguished a
character, we submit to Congress.

i Joxa. Brewer, Col. ErieEALET BOoDwELL, 56T,

Traomas Nixox, Lit. Col. Josian FosTeR, Lieut.

Ww. Prescorr, Col. Epexe. Varsua, 2nd Lieut.

Eruum. Corey, Lieut. W, Hupsox Bavuarp, Uapt.

Josgrun Baker, Lisut, Was. Ssir, Cap.

Josuua Row, Lient. Jonx Morrox, SBergt. (7)

Joxas Ricnarpsox, Uapt, Lient. Ricnarn WELSA.

CamurinGe, Dee. 5, 1775,
%Iy Council Dec. 21, 1775.—Read, and sent down.
Perez Morrox, Dep’y Sec’y.”

A biographical account of Peter Salem is given in the
following newspaper extract:

# April, 1882, the town of Framingham voted to place a memorial
stone over the grave of Peter Salem, alias Salem Middlesex, whose last
resting place in the old burial groond an Framingham Centre has been
unmarked for years. For this purpose $150 was appropriated by the
town. The committes in charge of the matter has placed a neat granite
memorial over his grave, and it bears the following inscription: **Peter
Salem, a soldier of the revolution, Died Ang.16,18168. Concord, Bunker
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Hill, Saratoga. Ereeted by the town, 18827 Poter Salem was the
colored man who particularly distinguished himself in the revolutionary
war by shooting down Major Piteairn at the battle of Punker Hill, as he
was mounting o redoubt and shouting, “The day is ours!” this being
the time when Piteairn fell baek into the arms of his son. Peter Salem
goprved faithfully in the war for seven years in the companies of minute
men under the command of Capt. John Nixon and Capt. Simon Edgell of
Framingham, and came out of it unharmed. He was a slave, and was
owned, originally, by Capt Jeremiah Belknap of Framingham, being
sold by him to Major Lawson Buckminster of that town, he becoming @
free man when he joined the army. Salem was born in Framingham,
and, in 1783, married Katie Benson, a Granddaughter of Nero, hiving
for a time near what is now the State muster field. He removed to Lei-
cester after the close of the war, his last abode in that town being a
cabin on the road leading from Leicester to Auburn, He was removed
to Framingham, where he had gained a settlement in 1816 and there
be died.”

Salem was not the only negro at the battle of Bunker
Hill. Says an anthority:

Yilal, Trumbull in his celebrated historie picture of this battle, intro-
duces conspicuously the colored patriot. At the time of the battle, the
artist, then acting as adjutant, was stationed with his regiment at Rox-
bury, and saw the action from this point. The picture was painted in
1786 when the event was fresh o his mind., It is a significant historieal
fact, pertinent to our present research, that, among the limited number
of figures introduced on the canvas, more than one negro soldier can be
distinctly seen.”

Of the others who participated in the battle we have
knowledge of Salem Poor,whose bravery won for him fav-
orable comment.

Major Wm. Lawrence, who fought through the war for
independence, from Concord, until the peace of 1783, par-
ticipating in many of the severest battles of the war.
Bays & memoir:

* At Bunker Hill, where he was slightly wounded, his eoat and hat
were pierced with the balls of the enemy, and were preserved in the fam-
ily for several years, At one time he commanded a company whose
rank and file were all negroes, of whose eourage, military discipline, and
fidelity, he always spoke with respect. On one oecagion, being out recon-
noitering with his company, he got 8o far in advance of his command,
that he was surrounded, and on the point of being made prisoner by the
enemy. The men, soon discovering his peril, rushed to his reseue, and
fought with the most determined bravery till that rescue was effectually
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gecured. He never forgot this circnmstance, and ever took special pains
to ghow Eindness and hospitality to any individual of the colored race,
who came near his dwelling.”

The Committee of Safety having excluded slaves from
the army, many were thereafter manumitted, that they
might enlist. There was no law regulating enlistment in
the army at the time which required the color of asoldier’s
skin to be recorded or regarded. A prejudice existed in
the legislature that prompted that body to begin a series
of special enactments, regarding negroes, which did not
exclude them altogether from the army,but looked to
their organization into exclusive companies, batallions
and regiments.

Notwithstanding the record made by the negroes who
had swollen the ranks of the American army a few weeks
after the battle of Bunker Hill, General Gates, then at
Cambridge, issued the following order to the officers, then
recruiting for the serviee:

*You are not to enlist any deserter from the Ministerial army, nor
any stroller, negro, or vagabond, or persons suspected of being an enemy
to the liberty of Ameriea, nor any under eighteen vears of are. As the
cause ig the best that can engage men of cournge and principle to take
up arms, so it is expected that none but such will be accepted by the
recruiting officer. The pay, provision, &c., being so ample, it is not
doubted but that the officers sent upon this service will, without delay,
completa their respective corps, and march the men forthwith to camp.
You are not to enlist any perzon that is not an American born, unless
such person has a wife and family, and is a settled resident in this conn-
try. The persons you enlist must be provided with good and complete
arms.”

This was in July, and on the 26th of the following
September, Edward Rutledge, of South Carolina, moved in
the Colonial Congress that all negroes be discharged that
were in the army. As might be expected, his proposition
was strongly supported by the Southern delegates, but
the Northern delegates being so much stronger, voted it
down. The negroes were crowding so rapidly into the
army, and the Northern colonists finding their Southern
comrades so strongly opposing this element of strength,
submitted the question of their enlistment to a conference
committee in October, composed of such men as Dr.
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Franklin, Benjamin Harrison and Thomas Liynch, with
the Deputy Governors of Connecticut and Rhode Island.
This committee met at Cambridge, with a committee of
the council of Massachusetts Bay. The object and duty
of the meeting was to consider the condition of the army,
and to devise means by which it could be improved.

General Washington was present at the meeting, and
took part in the discussions. Among others, the follow-
ing subject was considered and reported upon: “‘Ought
not negroes to be excluded from the new enlistment,
especially those such as are slaves?’ All were thought
improper by the council of officers. *Agreed, That 1'I-n.-_';.r
may be rejected altogether.””

In the organization of the new army, were many offi-
cers and men, who had served with negroes in the militia,
and who had been re-enlisted in the colonial army. They
protested against the execlusion of their old comrades, on
account of color. So very strong were their protests that
most of the rank and file of the Northern troops regarded
the matter as of serious import to the colonies, and of
danger to the wives and families of those in the field.
There was quite a large number of free negroes in the
Northern Colonies at this time, and the patriotism dis-
played by those who had the opportunity of serving in
the militia during the early stages of the war, aroused a
feeling which prompted a great many masters to offer to
the commander of the army the services of their slaves,
and to the slaves their freedom, if their services were
accepted. So weighty were the arguments offered, and to
soften the gloom which hung about the homes and the
camps of the soldiers, Gen. Washington wrote to the Presi-
dent, of Congress regarding the matter, from Cambridge,
in December, 1775 :

g “.“:' has been represented to me that the free negroes who have served
in this army are very mueh dissatisfiod at being discarded. As it is to
be apprehended that they may seek employment in the Ministerial army,
I have presumed to depart from the resolution respecting them, and
have given license for their being enlisted. If this is disapproved by
Congress, I will put & stop toit.”*

* Mr. Sparks appends to thin letter the followlni note: At a méeting of the gon-

eral officers, previonaly to the arrival of the committes from C
m Congress In camp, it waa
tnanimously resolved, that it was not expedient 1o enlist slaves in the now urgu: and,
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The letter was submitted to Congress, and General
Washington’s action was sustained by the passage of the
following resolution: *That the free negroes, who had
served faithfully in the army at Cambridge, may be re-en-
listed therein, but no others.”

The question of color first entered the army by order
of “'}].‘-;]ﬂug"l'_::-n':-; pri'{iuﬁ_'r::-:ﬁ(:l‘, Gen. Artemus Ward, who
in his first general order required the ““ complexion ” of the
goldier to be entered upon the roll. In October, 1775,
Gen, Thomas wrote the following letter to John Adams.
The general was in every way competent to draw a true
picture of the army, and had the opportunity of observa-~
tion. Hesays:

“Tam sorry to hear that any prejodices shonld take place in any
Seuthern Colony, with respect to the troops raised in this. 1 am ecertain
that the insinuations you mention areé injurious, if we consider with what
precipitation we are obliged to colleet an army. In the regiments at
Roxbury, the privates are equal to any that I served with in the last
war; very few old men, and in the ranks very few boyvs, Our fifes are
many of them boays. We have some negroes: but I look on them, in gen-
eral, ns !'I‘]|!|'1||I"r' gorvicable with other men for f:l1f;:lj|-; and in action
many of them have proved themselves brave. I would aveoid all reflec
tion, or anything that may tend to give umbrage: but there is in this
army from the southward, a number called riflemen, who are the most
indifferent men I ever served with. These privates are mutinous, and
often deserting to the enemy ; unwilling for duty of any kind ; exceedingly
vicions; and I thiok the army here would be as well off without them.
But to do justice to their officers, they are, some of them, likely men®

Despite all prejudice, the negro, as in all conflicts
sinee, sought every opportunity to show his patriotism,
and his unquenchable thirst for liberty ; and no matter in
what capacity he entered the service, whether as body-ser-
vant, hostler or teamster, he always digplayed the same
characteristic courage. In November of the same year
the Provincial Congress of South Carolina, by the pas-
sage of the following resolution, gave permission to her
militia officers, to use slaves in the army for certain
purposes:

by a large mnjority, negroes of every description wers exelnded from enlistment. When
the subject was rferred to the Committes In conferenee, the resolve was not tdherad to,
and probably for the reason here mentionsd by Waahington. Many bilnek soldiera
Wt-ﬁéli};iﬂ:{;h: service during all stages of the war."—Spark’'s Washiugtoo, Vol. ITI,
Pl ;




