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. .

August 24, 1943 the Squadrem received six replucement pilets frem the
Unived States.

Spec.al Service ef the $Yth Fignver zave a benefit perfermance for all
seldiers im the vicimity ef Licata, Adugust 30, 1943 Speciai Service at the
reyuest eof the Cemmanaing Ofricer ef the 58th Squadrem ef the 5ird Fignuer
Group gave a seidiers shew im hemor ef Cel, Memeyer, Cemmanaing Officer ef
the 55rd Fignver Group, "

September 2, 1945, Lieut, Cel, Be Oo Davis, Cemmanaing Officer ef the
v9th Fignter Squuirem was tramsferred te the 3rd Fignter Cemmana, U, S. 4.
Befers ieaving he speis te the Squaarem statiag hew happy he had beex as
CeOe of the 99th,

Cupte George S, Reberts, Operatiens Officer became the mew Cemmanaing
Officer ef the Syuudrem. Capte Lo Ry Custis was made Operatiens Officer;
lsv Lisut, Heury M, letcher becume Executive Ofricer; lat Lieut, Bermard
8. Precter became jdjutant and lst Lisut, James L, Jehasen was made assist-
ant Iatelligenmce Officer, -

At 0900 of the same day the savamce echelea cempesed ef sevemty-eigns:
eniisted men and twe efficers left Licata fer Milazze S8icily. The cemvey
was under the cemmand ef ist Lisut, Henry M, letcher, This greup remained
iz an asseadly area umtil September 10, 1943, 7The advaace greups (echelen)
was split imte twe greups ef 40 persens each, The first grwp ef tairty=
nine enlisted mem under the cemmand of Lieut, Hemry M. Letoher left Milazze
by LST en the evemiag ef September 10, 1943, The mem arrived aad lamded ia
Italy ex D plus 1 September 11, 1943, The landing was made em a beach mear
Battapaglia, Italy., We were uamder fire fer twemty-feur heurs. The first
nignt ia Italy, she Germans breke threugh the allies iime.

made a hasty retreat and were Placed sh Xta Cerps,
We were erdered met te fire ea axy Geraas vamks, but te wait amd fire upea
Geraaa iafantrymea sheuld they pass where we were hidden aleag the higaway,
We came threugn that aight successfully. The Germaas were turaed back be-
they reached us. We had gettem eut ef eur biveuas area ia fifteea mimutes,
At 0600 heurs the mext meraing we returmed. te biveuac area frem which we had
departed the migntu befere,

That night we made amether retreat ap reximateiy tweaty miles seuth te
& landimg field mear Paestum, Italy. The lamdiag fieid which we were te have
eccupied was reeaptured by the Germams, Im meving te Pawstum we passed be-
tween the Germans' lime amd elsments of the 5th Americam Army, The ememy
were less tham 600. yards amy frem us,

Upen reaching the landing fieid mear Pacstum we were bembed at might and
strafed duriag the day fer five cemxsoutive days. The Germans cume ever three
times daily,

We came threugh all ef this witheut sufferiag any casualties,

Our pilets ia the meantime, aleng with the mainm Greup of the Squadrem meved
te East Terminmi, Sieily, frem there
tember 23, 1945 tem planes eof the 9 eperate fer eme day and re-
tura te Barcelema, We had feur patrel missiens ea this day and a vetal ef 14
serties, .

lst Lieut, Sidmay P. Breeks died ox Septembor 18, 1943 frem secendary
shecks as the result of a Plane orash ea September 17, 1943,
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: The advance echelen remaimed at Passtum, Italy wich the oord Figneer
Greup umtil Qcteber 16, 1945. Om the mermimz ef Ocueber 16, 1945 we left
Paestum fer Feggia # S landiag field,

The advance echelen reached Feggia # 35 landimg field at 0900 heurs, Oct-
eber 17, 1943, Shw tly after the arrival ef the advamce greumnd echelem the
advance air echelem ef the 99th arrived, This affer six weeks ef separatienm
frem the squudrem we were agaim umited. The squadrem is attached te the 75th
Fignver Greup; Cel, Bates Cemmandimg Officer.
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SUMMARY

The 99th Fignter Squudrea has been everseas six and half menths.

Pilets killed im astienm er missinmgs
ist Lieutv, Sherman W, White e=ve--e Missing == July 2, 1343,
lat Lisut, Paul Ge Mitshell =eecees == August 11, 1945,
2ad Lisuve James L, McCuiiimee-=e-- Missimg == July 2, 1945,
1st Lieut, Sidmey P, Breexks ===v--- -= September 13, 19435,

Ealisted men kilieds Lime ef duty:

r/s‘t. Esdel Jett, =ewe—=ee July 27, 1943 = Received Seldiers Medal,

T/Sgte James A Jacksem ---- Died emreute te America,
S/Sgte Bdward Dezier =e=-==-- Died im hespital,

Officers and emlisted mem lest te the Squadrem threugh imjuries received
in line eof duty.

lst Lisut, Geerge B, Pottress.
lst Lisute Themas Malems —= Received Purpie Heart,
Sgte Syephem M. Davise
Cple Williiam Bemsen,
Awards.

Pfe, James W, Jones =---=- Purple Heart,
Sgte Hemry lagusa  e---- Seldier's Medal,
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Cemmanaing Officer =--ewee Capt. Geerge S, Recervs,
Adjutant =ee-=-- Bermard S, Precter, 1lst Lt,
Executive Ofricer ee-=e-- lst Lieut, Heary M, Levcher,
Operatiens Officer =-w-e-e Capt, Lemusi Custis,

4ds3't Operatiens Officer-- lst Lieut, Irwia Be Lawremce Jr,
Intelligemos Of:icer =--=-- 1lst Lieut, Cermelius Vineent Jr,

Ass't Imtelligemce Ofricer-let Lieut, James Le Jehngen,

Nime efficers (pilets) have returmed te the Umited Sgates,
Tetal missions to date; e~ceaa—ae. 139

Tetal Serties B —— 843

Number ef plames #esmecceee 17 - P-40g'

Claimss =~ Destroyed eemee-eu-
Damaged «<----=-- Twe FW-13Us'
Damaged ecccceee- Ome Me-109
Preb, Destreyed =< Ome Me-109
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99TH FIGHTEKR SQUADRON
TUSKEGEE A:¢7Y FLYING SCHOOL
TUSKEGEE, ALAB.VA

March 27, 1943

99tn Fighter Squadron.

General, III Fighter Commtnd, Drew Field, Tampe,

l. In reply to letter, your headyuarters, "Subject:; History
of the III Fighter Commsnd", the followin: informetion is hereby sub-
mitted.

a. Date oif activation.
arch 21, 1941

" b. Bases &t whicu located.
Chenute Field, Illinois, from !
November U, 1941 and Tuskegee Army F

1 November 10, 1941 to present da

1941 to

¢. Name(s) of Coumancins Officer(s).with dates; anc numes

ol other high-renking officers.
Commandin:; Officers - Capt. Haerold K. Maddux, from
arch 21, 1941 to Hovember 9, 194l; 2nd Lt. Clyde
He Bynum, from November 10, 1941 to December 5, 1941;

Capt. Alonzo 3. rd, froi. December 6, 1y4l to uay

31, 1942; &nd Lt. George 5. Roberts, from June 1,

1942 to August 21, 1942; Lt. Col. Benjamin Q. Davis,

Jr., from AU,'U'St 22, 1942 to present date.

Activities of the unit, (maneuvers, etc.)
The squadron operated under actual field conditions
at Dale abry rField, Tullahessee, Florida irom Decem=

ber 22, 1942 to Januery 13, 1943.

e

€. racts about individusls who huve been outstanaing, (decora-
tions, actions engaped in, etc.)

5 None
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incidents worthy of mention.)

ng Orficer:

%4 G A Fanan,
HAYDEN ‘C. JCHNSON,
ey

Capt., & .

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

SECRET
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RFSTRINTED TETN P S
HEADQUARTERS 7
99TH FTCHTZR SQUADRON CV/pcb
APO # €50, U, S, »RMY

o T Y
3 February 19Lk.
SUBJECT: Historical Recard,

TO : His Section, 79th Fighter Group, APO # 525, U. S. Army,

¥onth of Jamuary 19kl.
1. Strength, commissioned and enlisted.

To date the 99th Fighter Bquadron has a total strength of L5 Officers and
246 Enlisted Men, During the onth of Jamuary the Squadron's losses amounted to
four, three Officers and one enlisted man, Two men were trensferred intc the
Squadron, Sgt, Charles Bowden who was tranaferred out in July 1943 to the Hospi-
tal returned on Jama ry 17, 19LL. PfcJake Burnham Jr,, wes alsc trensferred into
the Scvadron, Jreat i veaa -

" party of the 99th Figiter Squgdron, operating from Cdpodichino Airfield
has a total strength of 168 Officers apd enlisted men. "B" party which is at Macd-
n= Landing Ground on the Adriatic coagf has a total strength of 78 Officers and
enlisted men, The of men in "\ " aad=#B* party is due to
the fact that all Operations are at Capodichino Airfield,

MARCHES - Mil, |

3. CAMPAIGNS:

Janvary 20, 194l completed our third month of operations in the Italian
Campaign,

BATTLES:

On Jamuery 27, 194k while on patrol in the assault area south of Rome, our
formation led by Captain Clarence C, Jamison, spotted 15 F,W, 190's at 08LOhours
dive bombing our shipping off Peter's Beach, Our Formation of 16 aircraftp went
into the attack diving domn on the enemy. Lts, Baugh and Allen attacked one F.W,
190 from 5,000 feet, About 4 five second bursts sent thaF.W.190 crashing at F-
8250, Lt, Baugh then turned left and fired three, t.ree second bursts, 10 degree
deflection shots on another F,W.190, Tracers were seen going into the plane and
small frogments flew off from the wing and tail,

Lt, Ashley, jumped 1 F,W. 190 on deck and chased him to within a few m_lm of
Rome, TheF, W, 190 first began to smoke and burst into flames,

Lt. Roberts chased one F,W, 190 on deck to F-7662 and the F.W, 190 flipped
on his back and went into the ground, =

Lt. Toppins ;3 man in _led Flizht fired £ 1
AN i 1 P tle plan vias

DECI.ASSIFIED'I“

OD DIR 5200.9, 27 Sep 58

By: Dir, RSl = Init: WW
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SH ST 13: Historical Record Cont'd,

a lead and commenced firing at point blank rance, Sections of the horizontal
stabiliger and rudder flew off,

. ILt, Deiz, got a 60 degree deflection shot closing 150 to 200 yards on an
F.W. 190 below, A portion of the cowling flew off and the plane went into a
steep dive at 750 feet and crashed and burnad in a yard near a ho:se in patrol
area.,

Lt. Perry caught one F.W, 190 coming out of a dive, raking the enemy ship
from head to tail at about 300 yards, The F,W. 19 was at 1,000 to 1,500 feet
waen pieces from the canopy flew off, The plane fluttered and fell off on the
wing and headed for the ground,

; Ma jor Roberts, Cammanding Officer of thaSquadron, chased an F7.120 to F-

7555, hits were registered in the right wing and chanks flaw off, Mejor llobaris
ship was hit by flak which knocked a hole in his wing cutting his electrical on
that side, His three guns stopped firing, The Major headed for home, sighted a
machine gun nest and with his three remaining guns and his wingman, strafed the

nest,

At 1425 hours on the afternoon of January 27, 194k, Captain Custis, crafty
leader spotted an FW,190, The F¥i, 190 was on deck, Several bursts were fired
at clo~- mange in the fusel:ge. The plane crashed in a creek,

Li. Bailey : caught an FW,190 headed in the general direction of Rome with a
LS degree deiiec.ion shot, The pilot was seen to bail out,

Lt, BEagleson caught an FW-190 diving on thetail of Lt, lawrence, He dloced
in to 250 yards firing a 10 degree deflection shot. The FW,190 burst into flones
and crashed at F-8558,

Lt. Lawrence probably destroyed an FW-190 at F-8725 with a 75 degree deflec-
tion shot, Lt, Eagleson saw the FW-190 roll over and dive for the ground smok-
ing excessively at 3,000 feet,

It. Lane was shot down during his chase on two FW-190s', I§. Lanes' ship
caught fire, his cockpit became unbearably hot. Lt, lane bailed out and was
picked up by fifth army troops in the assault area, He was flown back to our
field in a cub,

Lt, Samuel F, Bruce was killed in action, Reports were received stating
that his parachute® did not fill, Lt, Bruce was last seen chasing FW-190's,

One Aircraft belly landed on the airfield (Lt.Gibson). The plane was damaged
by enemy aircraft fire, .

Another important dey was the 28th of Jamuary 1944. On the morning of the
28th, Capt. Charles B, Hall whose formation was patrolling the assault area,
sighted 7 plus eneny aircrafts approaching our shipping from the north, Our
formation at 5,000 feet dove on the enemy as'he turned amay. One M,E, 109 was
shot down by Cay?. Ji 1l at F-72LC by a 15 degree deflection shot closing in at
300 yards, The M,E. 109 was on deck and burst into flames crashing on the ground,

Capt, Hall caught an FW, 190 at F-816 firing dead astern closirg in at 200
yards with short bursts, The FW-190 went intc the ground,

It. Smith caught an FW=150 at P-8339 about 3,000 feet, with a 30 degree
deflectibn shot above and behind and to the left, The pilot was seen to bail
out, One of our shins was damaged by enemy aircraft. All returned and landed

fely.
- ){n the aerial battles 12 enemy aircrafts were destroyed, 3 probably des-
troyed and ki damaged,
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. STATIONS:

At 0630 hours on Jamwry 15, 19LL, ™" party of the 99th Fighter Squadron
left Madna landing Ground. At 1800 hours of the same day we arrived at Capo-
dichino Airfield, Ihdly. IHere at Cepodichino, we have been sending out patrol
mhssions to the assault area south of Rome,

6. COMANDING OFFICER IN AN IMPCRTANT ENGAGEMENT:

én Jamuary 27, 19Lk, Major Roberts, George S.,Cammanding Officer of fine 99th
Fighter Scquadron damaged one FW-190 and wiped out a machine nest. The 99th for-
mation led by Captain Clarence C, Jamison sighted the enemy dive barbing o ship-
ping in the vicinity of Peters' Beach, Ma jo- Ge rge S. Roberts after damaging an
FW-190 was hit by flak, His three right wing guns stopped firing for ths hole in
his wing and his electrical system on that side were affedted by the flak, Majar
Roberts turned and headed far thchome base, Upon completing his turn, Major sighted
a machine guns' nest. Tq ether wih his wing mn and his three remaining cuns, he
strafed the Test which immediately ceased firing,

7. LOSSES IN ACTION:

2nd Lieut, William E, Griffin is missing in action, te Griffin wae on =
“ire Lerblag nic _on to the town of S, Valentino on January 15, 194k and was last
seen smoking and diving at 2,000 feet,

1st Iibut, Samuel F, Bruce was killed in action during aerial cambat with
the enemy on the afternoon of Jamuary 27, 194li, ILt. Bruce was last seen chasing
Fi#-190's, Lt. Bruces' body was identified by his Identification tags., Fifth
army personnel stated that the 1 utenant bziled out but his chute did not fi1i.

8. FORMER AND PRESENT MEMBERS WHO H.VS DISTINGUISHED THEMSELVES IN ACTION.

Captain Charles B, Hall of Brazil, Indiana who is the first American Negro
pilot to shoot down an enemy plane again distinguished himself in aerial combat
when he shot down an FW-190 and an ME-109 during a scramble in the assault area
South of Rome. In the morning of January 28, 19Ll while leading a2 formation of
8 aircrafts which were patrolling the assgult area, Captain Hall sghted 7 plus
E/A approachng from the narth, Capt Hall and his formation dove on the enemy from

5000 feet, In the chase that followed, Capt. Hall caught an F,W-190 at F-81L6
firing dead astern closing in at 200 yards with short bursts, The F.W, went into
the ground, One ME-109 was shot down at F-72L0 by Capt. Hall wikh a 15 dégree de-
flection shot, fram 300 yards, TheME-109 which was on deck burst into flame and
crashed. Tne Captains' first victory was won over Sciacca, Sicily giving him cre-
di% in boih bthe 3icilian and Italian Campaigns,

- 3
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HEADQU ARTERS
99TH FIGHTER SQUADRON
APO # 525, U, S. ARMY

12 Jamary 15LB.
Outline History = 99th Fighter Squadron, Madna L/G., Italye.
¥onth of December 1943: Prepared by Cpls Cleveland He. Wattse

Since the 22th Fighter Squadronst' operatiens with the 79th Fighter Graup,
they have been drilled in close cover supnert fer grand treepss The close co-
ver suppert given thus far have been for elements of the Pritish Eizht Armys

Tw months have passed since our initial mission as mrt of the 79th Fighter
Groupe With the Pantellerian and Sicilian Campaigns cenpleted, we thouzht of
ours=lves as veterans. That belief was short livedy, The 79th Fighter Group
was an experienced organization, Thelir flight tactics had been repeatedly test=
ed and preven in engagements with the enemy.

The 99th Fighter Squadren has adopted the take off system of the 79th Groupy
the fomatien used in flying over enemy territory has been changed. With these
charges coues more experience and with the experience comes cenfidence. Thase
two attribuies are precisely w at pilots of the 99th Fighter Squadren are get-
th\ﬁn

After nore than three w=eks at Madna field, we hava becene accustomed to its!
surrcundings, %hs mud, the sea, and the snow capped mountains te the north east
of Madna fielde Qccasionally the sun is bright, the mud becemes dry. It is
then that the soldiers mark time against the weather in order to get clothing
washed, A few days 1z ter, rain has again whipped the greund inte slush, This
goas on w=-X after waek.

December 22, 1943, Lieut. Janes Wiler of Pittsburgh, Penna. became the first
pilot of the 99th Fighter Squadron to get fifty Sorties,

Christras d-y was just like any other day. Although the Squadron had no mis-
sions, pilots were alerted from 0730 hours.

Col. Bates spoke to pilets on December 27, 1943.

Under the new system inaugurated by the 79th Fighter Group, several pilets
of the $9th Fighter Squadron fly with various Squadrons of the 79th Fighter
Crowpse

The 99th Fighter Squadron is entering inte its' ninth month over-ssas., Total
number of missions to date 255, total sorties, 1365,
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HEADQUARTERS
99TH FIGHT®: STADRON
ARQ # 525, U, 5, ARMY

December 10, 1943

Sheet # 1o - War Diary- Squadren, 99ths Fighter, Madna L/G, Italy

Menth ef Nevember, 1943~ Prepared by Cple Cleveland He Watts
Sectien~ Intelligence.

Pilets ef the 99th., Fighter Squadren have been idle for several
days. Bad weather being the cause fer the inactivity.

On Nevember 1, 1943 appreximately fifty P-38s' landed en sal
Sela field. The mechanics ef the 99the had te service twenty of them.
There was splendid ceeperatien frem all feur squadrens ef the 79th,
Greup in gasing the planes,

On nevember 3, 1943, while taking eff en a twelve ship bembing
missien, Flight leader, Iieuts He Clarks' plane hit a P-38 that was
taxiing teward the runways The right landing gear ef lieut. Clarkst
Plane was rendered ineperative, yet the lieutenant centinued en the
missien, drepped his bembs and crashed landed te safety en hid heme
field,

Deughmuts and ceffee was served by American Red Cress werkers,
Thedr visit was a cemplete surprise te the Squadren and greatly appre-
slated » It was a pleasure te hear the veices ef pmerican wemen .

Nevember 5, 1943, Iieutso William Campbell, Span Watsen, and
Herbert Clark departed fer the United States,

¥ajer General Cannen visited the 79th, Fighter Greup en Neve
ember 7, 1943« Several pilets frem the 99th. Fighter Squadren were
presented Air Medals by the General.

late in ihe afterneen ef November 7, 1943 a greup ef efficere
and enlisted men arrived frem Barcelena, Sicily. They were the first
sectien ef the rear echelen of the 99th. They had ceme part eof the
way by railway. There is still anether greup ef men of the 99th,
Fighter Squadren in Barcelena walting fer meving erders.

Freu Heverber £, 1943 threugh Nevember 11, 1543 it reined daily.

The Squadren had ne missiens on these days.

Teward evening Nevember 12, 1943, Service Detactment # 99 arrr-
ived at Sal Sola field,

Dvring the night ef Nevember 13, 1943, the wind blew dewn several
tents in the area.

Foem Nevember 13, 1943 threugh the 17th., bad weather prevented
the Squadren frem having any missiens.

R e e et
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Sheet # 2. ( 99th. Fighter Squadren )

"A" Greup ef the 99the Fighter Squadren departed Nevember 17 21943
for a new landing field.

4 missien get eff late in the afternoen. Foer visibility ebscuped
the torge$e All planes returned with their bembs,

On morrings when the pilets are en an early alert, planes are pre-
flighted at 0600 er 0630 hours. Often it is still darkg Incessant rain has
seftensd the greound in eur biveuac area, The mud is black,sticky and slip-
pery.

The wounteins that are visible frem Sal Sela fielé are a dark purple
color asrly in the merning, especially when there is a threat ef rain, The
mountains have been this coler fer five dayse In places, the coler seems
to merge inte a hugh mass ef blackness.

We are up te eur necks in mude Here and there are fallen tents,blewn
the night befere by the winde Ne ene seldier has en a complete uniform.
Zvery man has & different idea regardifig which ef his clething te wear in
erier to keep warm. It is very difficult te keep clethes clean.

Nevember 22, 1943, the first element ef "3 Group departed frem Sal
Sela fer the new landing fielde It was dark when this group arrived at
¥adna field, The new arrivals slept that night in tents with members of
"A" Groupe The greund inside ef the tents wes as sleppy as the greund euwte

sides At least eur blankets were dry. The next merning, "B"Greup members
pregead=d te ge} themselves-straightened eute Trucks were unleaded and add-
itienal tents were pitcheds It began te raim .__a driving rain, The stren-
gth of a man lolding the cerner repes ef the tents was almest nil against
tiie ferce eof the winde ¢ Mud splashed men were struggling against the wind
te held canter [oles of tents while ethers staked the corner pegs.

The efficers and enlisted men were indeed happy en Thanksgiving day.
Our tents were dry inside, there was the premise of a tyricsl pmerican

Thankegiving dirnere. Prier te lsarning that the Squadren weuld have tufkey,
the men had discussed among themselves Just hew regular ratiens weuld be
cameuflaged fer the eccasien. The turkey was umsually goed.

The Squadren did net have any missiens until Nevesber 29,1943, On this
day we engaged in five missiense The next day, the Squadresm engaged in nine
missiens fer a tetal ef fifty-ene serties for the day.

The mecharics and armerers were kept busy threugheut the day.

It was a great day for the 79th, Fighter Greup and the 99the was preud
te have been in en the show,
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CONFIDENTIAL

.
HEADQUART RS
99TH FIG. TR SQUADRQN
APO # 650, U, S, AlLIY

Historical HRecord,

TO ¢ Cammanding Officer, 79th Fighter Group, Attention 3-2, APu, 650, U
Army,

1. Herewith submitted in complisnce with Kemorzndum of 22 Fel
to Historiczl Officers of all Squadrons,

2, Strength reports of 99th Fighter Squadron for each operationa. nonth
after first combat date,(Cammisioned and enlisted)

3. Month of June 1943 7+ Month of Ociober 1943
a, Beginn ng=207 a, Deglnning=2oY
b. Net increases-llone b. llet increases-lione,
c, llet decreases=jione Ce llet decraases=7
d, At end-28) d, At end-282

Lo Month of July 1943
ae Seginming- 204
be liet incrc:seselione
c. Net decrcases- 7

d. At end=- 277

5. lonth of August 1943
2, Belnmang=c( |
b, Net increases-l liet increases-lione,
c. et decreases-iione, g liet decreases- 10
de At ond-281 de. At end-282

6, Month of September 1943
a, bBeginmng=-2<0l
b. llet increases-8
Ce liet decreases-lione,
de At end-289
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wurAD JAR TS
YTu FIG.Toat SQRDHUN CV/chw,
Arur o>v, U, S, Ay’

Slie

SUBJxCY: aistorical necords,

Ty $ Commanding ufficer, 32yth Fighter Group, Attention S-2.

1. wtline aistory of the y9tn Fighter Squadron f{r the period 1 April
1yyy to 3u Apral 19ul. -

a. wriginal wit- None,
a. rresent Designation: y%th Fighter Squadron, 32yth Fighter Group, X11 AC.
\1, wigiml designation-y9th rursuit Scuadron,
\2, rlace of activatiun-Cnanute Field, Hantoual illinois,
\3, Date of activation-1 karch 1lyyl.
\4, Authority for activation-G. ve HQ., # Lloe
\>; Sources of persomnel-Voiuntary enuistment, sciectave service
and the transfer of men frum other units.

b. Changes in urgamization-Tnree.

\1l, Changes in designation-None,

\2,) Transfer of unit as a wnole-Attached to 3s2yth Fignter Group,
effective 1 Apral 1y li. moved to Cercola ./u where the 32yth Fighter -roup
were stationed , on 2 April ivul.

\3,) Change of Commanding fficer-Capt. irwin B. rawrence succeeded
lMajor Ceorge S. noberts by autnority of Special Grder » (2, 32q¢tn Fighter Group
135 April lyul.

\l4, Change of staff officers-Appointed uperations Ufficer and succe-
eding Capt. Lemuel n, Custis, Capt, .eon C. noberts by autuority of Saqdn urder g
1l,dated 17 April, effective 12 Apral 1wy, Appoanted Asst. .perations ufficer and
Succeeding iaeut, mlilie ruller, uieut, wenry B, rerry. Appointed Assistant
ngineering ufficer, succeeding Capt. nerbert C. Carter, iieut., Charles r. Bailey,
by authority of Sqin., wder # 7 dated 2 March lyyl;, effective 21 rebruary lyuye

\>, Changes in 1/.~None,

CONEIPENTIA
e
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C. Strength enlisted and cumiscioned,
\1l, Month of April 1y,
\2, At beginning-2y1
\b, Net incr ases-lone,
\c, Net decreases-une,
\d; At end of montn-2yu,
d. stations | as distinet fram mere stopping points,
\1, nane of Stataun-Cercola L/u, italy.
\a; Date of arraval-2 Aprist oy, 5
\b) Date of _eparture-still present,
Lovements | from place to p ace as weil as statiun to station ,-stated

Campaigns- rresent, italian, others previo sly m ntioned,

\b) Duration: fram 12 September lvis to tne present,
vperatiuns: Anzio, Nettuno, Ardea, Cassino and areas S, ow, and Sa
ataly.

\i, Campaign: itatian,

\2; Nature of qwl'aflm—ratrohzng, Dive bambing,

Dive bambin edaminated,
\>, Nmber of iissions and Sorties for the period,

lassions-32
Sorties—zys
\y, rnesults of the most imp.rtant Mission,
a, ldssiuon: Dive bombing a Dump located Sm of Avezzano, ataly,
7 A)C particapated . (xouuy us bambs and Ly clusters of OX2U;r
fragmentation bombs were dropned on the Dump, A1l Bombs hit the
target area, iarge fires resulted. Bb ck smoie and red flanes rosc
tu L3uun feet. une butlding in the target area was demolished, -
another was left smoking, Gas druns in the target area were strafed.
An M/T Gl truck vas strafed on a roed in Avezzano, tne truck biew
up; tnree pius persomnel were killed, ‘hrec freight cars were strafed,
cars were damaged, no fires observed. All aircraft retwrned safely
from tue Kiss.on,
l. why Was ta¥get important? whemy supolies were destruyed,
\>; Umt nas subjected to enemy action in the forlowing engagement
\ if applicable. nune | nauwre of enemy accion, at Nil, on Nil-late,
n. Camanding «fficer on Important fissions. s
\1l, None,
i. wosses in act.on: officers a d men-Nome.
\l, }Massion or engagement-Nil,
\&, K1lled-None.,
\ b, wuunded-none,
\C, Missing-lione,
Jo Furmer and present members who have dastinguished tnemselves in action.
\ kention only onces;,
\2, chgagement. sreviously mentioned in otner msturical witoines,

2. unclused are .ar liary, »vta rigntur oquadrun for thne period 1 April
Ly to su Apral 1yylh; Special Account for tune Month of Aprel lyuls
Supporting vocuments, Soitie .epurts, for tne liontn of April ayyl,

WEEENT] A/
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Far the Squadron Camnanders

(4,

ALY ez, L1
CutNaLuUS ViNCulir Jr,
Captain Air Corps,
antelligence Jfficer,

incis:
l. war Diary
2, Special Account
3« Suppurting Documents,
\ Sortie anOI'tS/
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s DJR LS
¥9Th FiGnluo SJADRUN
Arv 7 obu, U, S, Ard1

SUBJnCT: nistorical necard.

Tv s Comnanding fficer, 324th Fighter Gro 'py Attentaon S-g,

1. Special aAccount of the yvth rii'g,ter Squadron for the period 1 Aprii
Lygl Yo 3u April lygli.

At 1y nours 2v April lyyh, laeut. General ira saker visited tne y%th
Fighter Squadron , General saker arrived at Cercola field by motor. .e was
accampained by iaeut. Col, Benjamin ., Davis s cammanding ofiicer of the
>32nd Fighter Group, Upon the arrival of the General at Cercula field, ne was
grected by Col. iydon, camanding officer of .ne 32uth Fignter uroup.

- A group of pilots fram the »9tn Fighter Squadron were present to near
sreut, General rakers: specen. The formation was in frunt of tne »vth righter
Squadruns' uperations and inteliigence tents, There were many news rep.rters
and photographers present to cover tne visit of General waker,

General saker spoke for ap roximately an nour t. tue prluts and news re-
porters, .e requested that the details of his talk be kept confideutial, After
the spe.ch, the ueneral made a brief inspcction of the intelligence section of
the yytu righter Swwadron, .e was interested in know.ng how tne palots were
briefed before going on a mission, Tne briefing system of the 324ytn s nter
Croup was expldined to Generai saker by Col, sydon, The General asked tuv be
shown the Briefing Hoam of the s2yth uroup untelligences aAccampained by Capt,
irwin B. .awrence, commanding officer of tue yvtn Fignter Squadron; Col. uLydon;
Lieut, Col, p. v, Davis and Capt. ieon C. noberts, uperations ofiicer of the
y/th Fighter Squadro , the General d eparted fur Group interligence,

Befare ueneral saker departed, as many enlisted men wmo cuuld get near
enouch took pictures of the Generai wnom tney had read so much about during
tne othArmy Air rorces: bambing of uermany, This was a rare treat for camera
fans, for it gave many an oppurtunity to snap a picture of a three star generas,
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79Tu FuGnTion SYADa
Aiv gy 00, U, S, AHM,

SUBJ=CT: .asturicas hecord,

Tu s Commanding «fficer, j;2utn Fighter Group, Attention S-¢,

1: war Diary of the »9th Fignter oquadrun for tne period 1 April 1vly
to 3v Apray lyyl. .

1Aprit lyuy

ine Squadron had three miscions on this day,

The remaining tnree r-y('s assigned to tne vyvth Fignhter Squadron were trans-
ferred tu the o5th oquacron of the (yta rignter Group, Rumars began to spread
that tne yyth Mighter Squadron were about to sever its: attachment with the (,th
Fignter Group. ime entisted men and a majority, of the officers hoped that tms
nas not true,

All aircraft returned safely to the ./u frow each missio..

2 April lyuh

une year agu today, tne yryth Fignter Squadro.. departed from tne luskegee
Army Fiying School, 1uskegee, Alabama, un tne 2 April lyul, tne yYtn Fighter
Squadran moved from Capodichino field to Cercula field, The Squadron is now
attocheu to tne 32uth Fighter Group, wmle stationed on Cape Bon, N, africa,
tue Yyth Kignter Squadrun was also attached to the 32utn righter uroup,
There was consider bie grumbiing among the men at the sudden cuange 1in Group
affinatiun, sveryman mas proud of tne attachment with tne T7th righter Group
and tne pulicy of its' cummanding, Col. ., sarl Bates. The dust at the nuw field
is another problam,

3 Apriy lyul
—‘E:raéﬁs of -B+ Group arrived uwn t.as day,
S/sgt. sugene .ickett of Columbus, .hio and a member of sngineering oect-

ion yyth Fighter Squadro. was shot and died enroute to the hospital, Circum-
stances swrrounding his deat are stisl 1.t o ocess of investigattion,

The dquadron had no mssion on t.is day. The me aud officers spent tue
day adjusting thems lves to their new swrroundings,

—
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4 Aprat 1y,

—Eme_'s%;&uadron nad one 12 snip dive bombing mission against an KfT park
socated near Krasa ti, italy, une of vur aircraft was damaged by fiak, Ihis
was tne first cumbat miscion flown fram Cercola field,since the arrival of
the y9th Fighter Squadron. une plane uosed omer upon .anding . The farmatimn
circ.ed the fieud six tames bofore t.e furst aircraft peeled-off fur the
landing, The landing field was extremely dusty,

;»Ag‘ l%ﬁ
S, o wugene rickctt mas buired on thas day,

ihe Squadrun had one dive bambing mission un tmis daye A1l pianes rcturned,

Tne vquadroun 18 bavouaced in an exceilent location, All sections are functe
iomung norm2i.iy, ihe priots of the ;yth are housed in an .talian Vaiia about
four mites fram tne fieud, x

o LE.\_'.HL Lyuh

there vas a mecting for all seciion he.ds. Cant. wetcher, wxecutive officer
dis_ussed veneral disesse rate among various units, The S quadroun nad no new cases
of veneral disease from 1 April lyuy to o Aprii lyyl,

{ Apral lyuyy

A Squedron meeting mas held at 1(3u hours, Tne Adjutant and mxecutawve officer
of the dquadron spoke to the men. An investigator was present to attempt to u-
cuver the mystery of S/Sgte. iicketts: death,

) LE:LL Loy :
Ne SQuadron nad uo cambat mission ou this day. iue pilots were alerted
untis Jate in the afternoon. liothing unusuai occwrred on this day,

¥ April ly,

i saster, it is the second raster Tnat the yyth Mguter Squadruu nave -
spent gway from the United States. This day was wo differcht frum any other day
for men of the Squadram, uf Gourse cvery soldier was aware that t.is day vos
waster, The italians who lived near our bivoua® area were making e.cbarate Pre=-
parations to celebrate tms day, Sume of the enuisted men were 1nmvated to dinner
by tneir italia. friends,

The Squa ron nad two dive bombing mission on this day. A1l aireraft return-
ed safely _rom both missions,

1. April Lloui

2 ine Squadruun had one dive bombing mission on tius day. All aircraft retwrne-
ed safely to the L/G, Since being with the 32yth Fighter Group, tne y,tn men
have learnmed how to operate more independently, he eniisted men are hard at work
building an enlisted mens- club house, lue 1dea of an enlisted mens: club wes ob-
tained fram Special Servace o~ the s2utn Fighter Group,

M jor Roberts, commanding officer of the y9tn, has received orders to return

to the United States,

114 5
pl. lrwin B, iawrence became cammanding officer of the yytu Fighter

Squadrau,
0
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1l April 194, .contd., ‘
on had one dive bombing mission on t.ds day against 2 neavy gun

positaon, f the ¢ aircraft participeting on tue micsion, » scared hits in the
target area, All aircraft returned safely to the ./G.

Duwring the nignt, ten new pilots arrived at ufficers' quarters, Unlike ~
otner pilot persunnes transferred to the Yyth Fighter Squadron, these prlots had
received same traiming in North Africa before being assigned to the ¥9th. ‘he
ten palots were assigned to the ySth on Special urder gy (Y, paragragh # >,
Fighter Training Center, effective y April Ll uy,
1z April Lyl o

1 e dqua.run nad no missions on this day.

The new pilots were given a lecture by Capt. iemuel Custis on Uperationmal
procedures. he rest of the day, tne new pi._ts spent getting acquinted witn
mccuanics and other. linesmen,

13 Apra! 1yl

e Squadron had one dive bambing micsis. on tuis day. The target was a
factary. Seven direct nits werc scored on tne target. une p anc was domag:d by
flax

The new replacements were given a secture by Capte Vincent, intelligence
officer of the 9th -ighter Squadron,

Ly April Llvuy
Several transitio flights were flown on tuls day as wes!l as two successful
cambat missiuns,

A 1
ition flignts were run-off on this day. whenever new pilots
arrive, there arc always periods of transitio . Tne squadron had two dive bambing
missions on this day. A.l planes returned safely.

1o Apriy 1y

S » rlumer Alexander and the SQuadron band broadcast from the 32utn
Fighter Groups' Bruadcast.ng Station, Commumnication Section hawe erected an
amplafying system in tne bivouac area of the entisted men, it is a good cnange
to hawe music after a hard days work, wark on tne club of the e iisted men 1s
progressi g . .

1t AE% Lyuy

ay was very quiet, Severaltransition flignts were scheduled and
carried out. At aporaametely lyw howrs, tae ~line" was hit by a dust stom.,
Despite being sprinkled with o1l each day, it does not seem to hold t ne dust
down, Cercola fieid brings back mcmories of Fardjouma, N. africa, Sand,dust,
scatiered trees.

15 LE:I'&;L 15ul

i Squa-ron had one dive ombing mi-sion on this day against a heavy gun
posiiion, weather ‘prevented tne formation £ om reacning tne primary target. The
formetion turned avound at Terracina, itaiy and bambed the town of itri. Seven
of the eight bambs feil in the town., The Squadron nave flown a total of 26,0
sortles and yOL canuvat missions agai st the enemy,
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1y A%’ Loty

€ Squadron nad no missions on this dgy. A Squadron meeting was neld
at 1815 hours. lajar George S. noberts, Capte ner.ert Carter and Capte L. *
Custis bade tne enlisted men guod-bye. in additi n to tnese - thre- officers,
four others were scneduled to leave t e Squaron for the United states, Two
of tne officers were in cne first class of Negro pilots to receiwe thear
“wings~ fram the Tusk gee Army rlying Scnuol, Tuskege , Alabsma. Lz jor
Roberts and Capte Custis had been a part of the 9yth Fighter squadron singe
its' actavatiun. lembers of the Squadiron watched these pi.ots develop fram
inexperienced piluts to experienced cumbat piots wno hawve gided the cause
of Negro flyers in the AAF. During this period every man :l.gl the »yth Fighter
Squadron has learned to know these officers intimatesy, therefore i1t was
with 2 feeling of sadness that tue squdron bade th- camanding officer and
the others farewell. Major noberts stated that he was returning to America
merewy for a rest and would retwrn to the ¥9th Fighter Squadron, The other
officers deparcing were ; Capt. James T, wiley, Capt. Cnarles B, nall, Iicut.
witllic Mulier,issistant Operations officer and deut, willie Asniey,

2v 5% Lrul

e SQuadron had one dive bombing miss ou on this day against a gun
position. Six hits were scored near the gun. e aircraft, fiow by uieut,
Gibsan crasu londed at the .astel Voltwrno 1/G, The pilot was unhurt,

21 April 1lyul

Ious was a beautiful day in the vicinity of Cercola . A volleyball
court was placed in fromt of .perations and intelligence tentS. while wait—
ing vn the alert, the piluts relax or amuse themsclves by playing baseball or
volley-bail, .

22 Apriy 1oyl

—_‘E‘;Ee_ﬁxa:'ron had no Missions on tnis day. riluts were on 2 half howr
"stand-by~ from v/ hours, wur target wa: to have .een samewnere on e otn
Ammy front. weatuer prevented tue squa.ro from guing on the mission, }ajor
Keyes who taught the original group of yytn pilots combat tactics in N. Africa
visited Cercoia fieid,

23 ‘E‘% Lyuly

e Squadron had two dive bambing missiows on tuis day. AllL planes re-
twrned safely to the 1/G. The felluws are making preparations to celebrate t_e
Squadrons* first amniversary overseas.

2y Apris lyul L

The Squadron had a.. early mission.,woc¢5,. The target was a gun pusitiou.
All bombs fell in tue target arca. A few piiots were kept on tne alert at! day,
The second mission dis not take=off until 1545 hours, Fram an operatiomal view-
poing this mission was not too successfui, Tne piluts were sitting around
up rations yapping abuut being kept on the alert., A call came in from Group
Uperations , pilots nal to-;o to Lroup intelligence to be briefed, Shortly
after tokiug off, Lieut, Jamersun landed his planc, it was an almost fatal
londing, uieut, Jamersou jettisoned a Spuy bomb and 12x207 fragmentation bambs
on the rummy. The plane was appruxmately 25 fest from the ground.
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April contd »
%{E& ﬁem Who wa on the last mission landed at the Volturno u/G. nis plane

nused over upun landing, iieut. Bruwn nad to Jettisone nis bumb and landed at an
airfield in the vicumty of Santa Maria, italy, Botn piluts returned to camy la-
ter in the evening.

During the might, whi.e eniisted men and officers were ceiebrating the Squadruns:
farst amiversary uverseas, Jerry came over, ‘The entire area of Cercoia was brac-
keted by flares dropped by the enemy aircraft, Llust of tne men jumped into fux-
hoies, Ast he searchiignts picked up an enemy piane, we cowud See bambs being jet-
tisoned samewhere over Hapies,

2> A :u. Ll
were an an earliy aiert and remained un the asert untii L'Uu hours,
neatner prevented tne Squadron frum naving any miss. ons,

<O Avedia Lyuly

=2t Degan %v rain the night befure. .t was stil. raining -nen we amaxened this
mormang. Tne thunder sounded iike the ack ack guns, .t rained aul day. The wmea-
ther turned coider

2¢ Apris lyul

I gan raining early in the morming. .11otS wore placed un a une u.ur asert,
the weather did not “clear uy" enougn for Grouy to give ary of the Squadruns mis-
siuns,

Tne Suadron hgaven:t had a missiun for three days.

Tw. groups of envisted men went by trucks to Caserta, .taly tow See the pruduc-
tion, *Mis 45 Tne Army.“

20 A -dyul
< S wn had twu mssiuns un thas day, n tge first mission five mts wer e

scured oun the target and two near misses, The second missiun touk off at wi>> haors
to dive bamb a neavy Gun .usitiun, The furmatiun cunsisted of 8 A/C with oXw
puund bambs and yoXou pounds 1ragmentatiun bumbs, Flak concentrati.ns were intenSe
and neavy., e palot, lucutenant Smith was cumpel.ed to iand at tne Nettuno iand-
ing ground, iater in the evenung, iaeutenant Smth returned to mis hume field,

Captain nogers, .deutenant Kmghten and iaeutenant wabsun teft th. oquadron .n
Dutacned Service .r v day furi.ugus tiv the Umted States. .ith the departure of
these three ufficers, only three of the original piluts who left the United States
un 16 April 1lyys are nuw ieft with the yytn Fignter Squadren,

2y April 19Ly

Another dive bambing missiun un this day réswted in t.re. hats in the target
area, 2 near misses and 3 hits were unvbserved due to the smoke caused by the first
bombs .

«perations and amtelligence have emuarged upon their tents by adding a resting
roonfur pitvts, This addition 1s adjacent tuv werations tent,

Tne attitudes uf entisted men are such that 1t 1s dafficult to accurately des-
cribe the degree of their mora.e, The .ink connecting tne state of moraie of en~
listed men with performance uf duty, has deveiuped intu an unmbeirevabie pride in
organization, which pride acts as an incentive tuiard understanding more fuily
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CONHIBENTIAL

2y A 1yily Cont'd
That a war 1s being fought and they, the emuisted men are in the midst of it; thero-
fure a.nytm.ns that might affect the normaley of the status of murale amune enlisted

nen of the yyth Fighter Squadrun is hidden behind love and admiration fur their
Squadrun,

v April Llyuly

"'ﬁe vyt Fignter Squadron had une dive bombing missiun un tms day. The furma-
tion.of 7 A/C tuck off at Liuo nwurs, The A/C carried vy G/P and clusters of
fragmentation bombs, The target was a dump near Avezzano, .

This wasthe last missiun fur the month of April 1lvuly and it was the best missiun
for the Squadrun, All bambs nit withain the target area, .arge fires reswited,
blakk smoke and red fiames rose to l,un feet, une buiiding in the target area was
demuiished, another was left smoking. Gas drumsin the target area were strafed,
however the drums did nul explode, A gss truck on 2 ruad in the tuwn o f Avezzano,
ataly was strafed, The truck biew upy and three plus persunneir were kailed, ‘three
freight cars were observed un a side track, These cars were strafed, Nu fires
were started, huwever the cars were damaged,

Flak near the target area was heavy, in